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October 2006
General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, October 10, 2006

“The Hub...Where, Why and When?”

Guest Speaker:
Patti Bourne

Nassau County
Executive Commissioner of Planning

Bob Brickman
Nassau County Deputy Commissioner

of Planning and Transportation
Richard Bivone

President, Nassau County
Council of Chambers

LaMarmite Restaurant
234 Hillside Avenue
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Cash Bar: 7 p.m.
Dinner/Program: 7:30 p.m.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 14, 2006
Long Island Power Authority

Guest Speaker: Richard Kessel, LIPA Chairman



From the
Desk of the
President

Sincerely,
Hon. Jack Williams
NCVOA President

Dear Colleagues:
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As I write this, we are on the downward slope of the
hurricane season and hopefully have dodged the bullet
for this year. However, Emergency Management should
remain at the top of everyone’s agenda.

This recognition was evidenced by the overflow turnout
at the September General Membership dinner to hear
from four speakers from the State and County
Emergency Management offices.  It was reassuring to
hear that the County and our villages are well ahead of
the curve, thanks in large part to the monthly meetings
held by the County and the leadership of our own Mayor
Angel Soto. It was alarming to hear what even a
Category II hurricane would bring.

But much remains to be done.  Do you think you and
your residents would have been fully prepared with only
36 hours notice that a hurricane was bearing down?  How
many of us have completed and adopted a
Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (without
which no damage reimbursements flow)?

Then there’s planning for medical emergencies.  Many
villages are well underway in setting up and staffing for PODs,
the distribution sites for dispensing medications to our
residents.  Unfortunately, not all of us are yet on board.

 If you need information on how to proceed, contact our
Executive Director Warren Tackenberg or Mayor Soto.

NCVOA was busy on many fronts during the summer.
We met with the sponsor of a Court Clerks bill which
would have given the Village Justice the sole power to
fire.  We managed to have the bill modified so that the
Mayor retains authority if the clerk performs other
functions. As explained in the news columns, we have
opposed the Taxi and Limo bill, which has already been

passed and signed by the governor, but our lobbyist has
been working on obtaining amendments that would
make the bill less onerous.

Mayor Joe Troiano has been attending the meetings of
the L.I. Regional Planning Commission, which is pushing
hard for “affordable” work place housing.  (We’re
precluded from a voting seat by the rules which set up
the commission.)  I’ve gotten feedback that Joe has been
logical and very effective in staking out our position
that, while we endorse the concept, we don’t necessarily
agree with what the Balboni-DiNapoli bill would impose
on our villages.  Because we’re so different in terms of
demographics, geography, transportation access,
downtowns and building plot sizes, no cookie cutter
solution is practical.  And there’s the overriding concern
about abrogating our zoning authority.

By contrast, the HELP program proposed by Senator
Dean Skelos to create more needed home ownership
(see news columns) is a slam dunk to endorse, which
our organization did at recent press conference
announcement. Everyone wins as the article explains.

Warren Tackenberg has been working on a plan with
Columbia gas that would offer natural gas savings cost
savings to residents and businesses.  We are waiting
approval from the State Public Service Commission
before announcing it.

On the federal legislative front a Verizon-backed broad
communications bill has already passed the House and
is awaiting Senate action.  The bill has implications that
would adversely affect our ability to continue collecting
franchise fees.  Our opposition has been made known
to Senators Clinton and Schumer.

Once more I urge all members to attend our monthly
dinners.  It’s a refrain from a familiar tune from my
predecessor Steve Mahler.  It’s a chance to get updates
on matters that affect us all, and just as importantly
interface with other elected officials.  Cost of the dinners
is included in your dues and the food at La Marmite is
outstanding.  See you there next month.
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Mayors Jack
Martins of
Mineola and
Joe Troiano
of Stewart
Manor.

Emergency Management Discussed at Sept. Meeting

Massapequa Park Mayor and NCVOA 1st Vice President
James Altadonna,Ted Fish, LI Regional Director, SEMO;
Debbie Bullock, Director of Recovery Ops, NCOEM;
and Tom Fargione, Deputy Director, SEMO.

Munsey Park Village Administrators Helen Averso,
NCVOA Executive Director Warren Tackenberg, and
Kings Point Village Administrator Lou Di Domenico.

Bayville Mayor and NCVOA Past President Vickie
Siegel, Great Neck Trustee Mark Birnbaum and Great
Neck Plaza Trustee Jerry Schneidman.

Matinecock
Trustee
Charles
Brisbane and
Centre Island
Mayor and
NCVOA
President Jack
Williams.

Bellerose Village officials: Trustee Ronald DeSouza,
Village Administrator Rosemary Stimpfel, and Trustee
Rosalean O’Shea.

North Hills
Mayor Marvin
Natiss and Sea
Clif f Trustee
Bob Haim.

Plandome
Heights
Trustees
Dianna
Merenda
and Alvin
Solomon.
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Long Island State Senate Delegation Announces New
Affordable Housing Initiative
Long Island’s nine-member New York State Senate
Delegation unveiled on September 21 a new, $25 million
program to make affordable housing available for more
Nassau and Suffolk County residents. As developed and
funded by Long Island’s State Senators and administered
by the Long Island Housing Partnership (LIHP), the
Homeownership and Economic Stabilization for Long
Island Program (HELP) provides down payment
assistance and rehabilitation grants to eligible
homebuyers.

Long Island’s State Senators—Dean G. Skelos (R-Rockville
Centre), Owen H. Johnson (R- Babylon), Caesar Trunzo
(R- Brentwood), Kenneth LaValle (R- Port Jefferson), Kemp
Hannon (R-Garden City), Senator Carl Marcellino (R -
Syosset), Michael A.L. Balboni (R-East Williston), Charles
J. Fuschillo, Jr. (R-Merrick) and John J. Flanagan (R- East
Northport)—were joined at the announcement by several
village officials and representatives from the region’s business,
labor, and affordable housing communities.

”Too many of our young people have been priced out
of Long Island’s housing market,” said Senator Skelos.
“This has made it difficult for employers to attract the
best and brightest to Long Island and hurt parents whose
children have relocated to other parts of the country
where housing is more affordable. HELP is a first-of-
its-kind, public-private partnership that provides real
assistance to homebuyers, encourages reinvestment in
our neighborhoods and helps more working families.”

Peter Elkowitz, President and CEO of the Long Island
Housing Partnership, said, “The Long Island Housing
Partnership is delighted that this pilot program will help
those families who want to live and work on Long Island,
achieve that goal. Employers will be able to retain and
recruit the high caliber work force that Long Island needs
to maintain a strong economy into the future.”

Beginning January 1, 2007, the LIHP will begin
administering HELP. The Program will offer three key
forms of assistance:

State Employer Down payment Assistance
Matching Grant

To encourage the creation of down payment assistance
programs by Long Island employers, HELP provides a
3-1 state match for these funds. To be eligible for state
matching funds, employers with fewer than 50
employees must provide a minimum contribution of
$3,000, with the minimum for larger businesses rising
to $5,000. The total down payment assistance package
cannot exceed $40,000 ($30,000 state, $10,000
employer) and the appraised value of the purchased
home cannot exceed Long Island’s median home price
(currently$450,000).

State Housing Rehabilitation Grants

To encourage community reinvestment and further lower
up front purchase costs, HELP provides homebuyers
with up to $20,000 in additional funding for necessary
repairs and the rehabilitation of existing homes.

Local Workfor ce Housing Incentive

To encourage smart-growth policies in local
government, HELP provides down payment
assistance in those municipalities that create
“workforce” housing and revitalize downtown areas.
The Long Island Index’s recent “Room for Growth”
poll found that 60% of Long Islanders surveyed
would be interested in living within easy walking
distance of the downtown area of their town or
village. Under HELP’s Smart Growth Development
for Workforce Housing incentive, any developer who
works with a municipality to provide workforce
housing in downtown areas and hamlet centers in
accordance with “Smart Growth” principles can
obtain a project set aside of up to $25,000 per home
to be contributed towards the homebuyer’s down
payment.

”Smart Growth” development may include, but is not
limited to, one or more of the following components:
mixed-use development to increase economic activity

- Continued on Page 6
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NCVOA President Jack Williams recently was honored
by the long Island Chapter of the New York League of
Conservation voters for his outstanding and extraordinary
contribution to environmental issues.

Mayor Williams is a founding member of Friends of
the Bay, a local environmental watchdog group
dedicated to protecting Long Island Sound and Oyster
Bay. He also is a member of the board of directors of
the Waterfront Center.

Mayor Williams Recognized for Environmental
Advocacy

According to the League, “Mayor Williams has devoted
himself to preserving important natural resources for
future generation. He was responsible for implementing
many environmental initiatives including limiting the size
and height of residences, restricting solid roadside fences,
maintaining wetlands, and protecting trees and
vegetation.”

Congratulations, Mayor Williams, for a much
deserved honor.

Co-Operative Purchasing: Updates

Just a reminder: OFFICE SUPPLIES contracts are
available for your villages. If you need anything from

push-pins to file folders
and stackable trays,
office paper for your
printers or toners for
your many needs, there is

a contract available for you to purchase from.
OfficeMax, the national distributor has provided the
LIMCPG with extremely favorable rates as a result of
our exceptional reputation. It’s easy to open an
account, and the folks at OfficeMax are very good to
work with. Their delivery is FREE for villages and
almost always delivered the next business day to your
office.

To take advantage of the program, contact
ePublicBids at 516-568-0600 and they can assist
your village administrator to get started.

As we have been informing members, Malverne
Trustee Joe Hennesy has been coordinating with
several villages on the Solid Waste Committee to get
villages paid
for your
Recycling.
For every-
thing from
newspapers,
plastics,
glass,
corrugated
cardboard,
white
metals, etc,
the contract is available for your village immediately.

Through the perseverance of chairman Hennesy, the
program was awarded to Omni Recycling who
provided the best possible prices back to the villages
for solid waste that was COSTING villages money.

To take advantage of the program, and learn the steps
needed to sign on to the program, contact ePublicBids
at 516-568-0600 and they can assist your village
administrator to get started.  You can also contact
NCVOA’s Executive Director, Warren Tackenberg
at 516-437-1455 to receive a detailed explanation of
the contract.
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The By-laws Committee, under the direction of
Malverne Mayor Anthony Panzarella, is
recommending the following additional amendments
to the NCVOA By-laws.

Please note that matter in italics is new:

ARTICLE III MEETINGS

Section 7. Villages in good standing may be
represented at the regular monthly meetings of the
Association, covered by assessments, by the Village
Mayor, Trustees, Administrator/Manager and/or
Clerk, Treasurer, and Counsel. When a subject of
particular relevance to the duties of other officials of
Member Villages, as determined by the Village Mayor,
is scheduled as a meeting topic, a special invitation
may be extended to such other officials by the
President as invited guests of the Association. Other
attendees at the regular monthly meetings of the
Association and attendees at special meetings of
the Association not covered by assessments and the
annual testimonial dinner meeting of the
Association shall be subject to a dinner charge.

By-Laws Changes Recommended
ARTICLE V OFFICERS OF THE
ASSOCIATION

Section 3. All of ficers shall be elected at the
annual meeting of the Association and shall hold their
respective offices until the succeeding annual meeting
or until their successors are elected and shall qualify.
A vacancy in the office of President shall be filled
by the First Vice President for the remainder of the
unexpired term.

ARTICLE VI VICE PRESIDENTS

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the First Vice
President to perform the duties of the President in
the latter’s absence or disability. He/She shall serve
as a program chair and present all programs for
approval of the Executive Board. The Second Vice
President shall preside in the absence or disability of
both the President and First Vice President and shall
fill the unexpired term of the First Vice President
in the event of a vacancy in that office.

in downtown areas or hamlet centers through the
integration of commercial and residential land use;
location near transportation hubs to utilize existing
infrastructure and create “walkable” neighborhoods;
compact building design as an alternative to
conventional, sprawling development; and inclusionary
zoning to create a range of housing opportunities.

Most existing affordable housing programs limit
participation to individuals and families with incomes
80%, or less, of the median. Unfortunately, Long Island’s
median home price is now more than five times its
median income. As a result, homeownership has become
unaffordable for families at, or above, the region’s median
income. To address this problem, individuals and families
earning up to 130% of Long Island’s median income

Affordable Housing
- Continued from Page 4

qualify for HELP. This includes singles earning up to
$82,800 and families of four with annual incomes of
$118,300.

In the past, the Long Island Senate Delegation created
the Affordable Homeownership Program to encourage
the development of affordable housing, funded low-
interest mortgages through the State of New York
Mortgage Agency (“SONYMA”) and successfully
lobbied the federal government to raise both the income
and purchase price limits for SONYMA mortgages in
Nassau and Suffolk counties to the federal maximum
(90% of the regional median).

Congratulations to the
Village of Mineola on its
“100th Bir thday.”
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What is the story with the ongoing saga of the taxi
and limousine bill?

Maybe the confusion will be erased after Election
Day. At present, it is anyone’s guess as to how to
interpret Senate Bill # 8400, which affects taxi and
limo service from New York City when the vehicle
originates in Nassau County.

This bill, which unanimously passed both houses
and was signed into law by the governor, replaces
Article 17B of the Vehicle Traffic Law. Article 17B,
adopted in 1992, created a special class of for hire
vehicle permits issued by New York City for
vehicles licensed outside the city but picking up
passengers within the city limits for drop off
elsewhere.

The bill now directs that a “licensing jurisdiction”
shall mean a city with a population of one million
or more or a county within New York State
contiguous to such city that requires the issuance
of a license, permit, registration, certification, or
other approval for a vehicle to perform the pre-
arranged pick up or drop off of one or more.

The problem with the law is that the county
(Nassau) has no licensing authority over taxi and
limousine operations. That authority is with the
three towns, two cities, and approximately 20
villages who believe that control of this industry
impacts the quality if life in those respective
municipalities.

To restore some measure of order to this chaos
John Kiernan, NCVOA lobbyist, has been
negotiating with Senator Golden of Brooklyn, the
bill’ s sponsor, to add amendments to the bill that
would allow Nassau taxi and limos to pick up in
New York City (and specifically the airports)
without the threat of receiving summonses and
having their cars impounded.

At present, a committee of the towns, cities, and
villages has met and is working to make the
proposed amendments a reality. If this does not
occur, taxi and limo fares to Nassau will become
excessive and the industry in Nassau could face
severe financial hardship.

Yo, Taxi!

To report pertinent village and other related municipal information as quickly as
possible, the NCVOA will be enhancing the sophistication of its e-mail operation.

Beginning next month, the monthly Village News will be distributed via e-
mail to all villages. This issue will be the last one printed and mailed to
villages.

To make sure our communication system is accurate, we are requesting each
village to supply e-mail addresses for all its elected officials as well as any other
official a village determines should receive information from the NCVOA. Many
villages already have responded and we appreciate your assistance.

Village News to be Delivered Via Email
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The Last Word

Remember to log on to NCVOA.org
for the latest information.

The NCVOA notes with deep sympathy the
passing of:

Jay Ferrin
Trustee

Village of Great Neck Plaza

Jay was a dedicated public servant and will be greatly
missed by his friends and the community.

May his soul rest in peace.

Note:

Please remember to submit your village’s
e-mail addresses to ensure delivery of
Village News, beginning with the
November 2006 issue. Working together, ordinary people can

perform extraordinary feats.

 - Author Unknown

In Memoriam

The Village of Kings Point is the most recent of 30
villages that have signed on with PhoneReview and
is reaping instant results. Following a recent
PhoneReview audit, the village cut its telephone
expenses by 45%.

The process is simple. Just provide the company with
a copy of one month’s worth of billing and they do
the rest. PhoneReview fees are based on recovery
and savings, so if you do not receive a refund or have
your future billing reduced, you  will not pay a fee.

PhoneReview Cuts Kings
Point Phone Bill in Half


